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Abstract

This study investigated the effects of the activities of Boko Haram insurgency on the attendance of students to
schools in Borno State. Three Hypothesis were formulated to guide the study. A questionnaire containing 20 items was
design by the researcher which was administered to 4 schools selected randomly from the schools with high rate of Boko
Haram insurgency in Borno State. Data obtain was analyzed using person product moment correlation coefficient. The
significant difference in school attendance among primary, secondary and tertiary institution in areas affected by Boko
Haram attacks was determined based on the findings of the study and recommendations were made which called on the
federal and state government commitment in beefing up security in schools affected by the Boko Haram insurgency as well
as preparing a special orientation to sensitize the student of the affected Schools on security issues.
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Introduction

Insurgency has lately been considered as one of the terrorists’ groups in Nigeria. The trademarks of Boko Haram
are wanton, destruction of lives and property through bombings, abduction and slaughtering of human beings especially in
Borno State. The unveiling of the Boko Haram sect whose objectives are not specific which create fear and sense of
insecurity in the society to achieve their aims in Borno State has been a major concern not only to Nigeria but also the
international community. Although their ideology was introduced and enforced by radical religious beliefs, a terrorist
outlook, and a formation of criminal gangs and a political territory with the aims of propagating their ideology Musa (2011).

Borno State and Nigeria at large has experienced severe challenges in security due to the activities of Boko Haram.
According to Mohammed (2014) and Mustapha (2014), Boko Haram have affected children’s education in the northeastern
region of Nigeria particularly Borno State which experienced the global trend of insurgency from 2009. To date. This led
to the killings of innocent Nigerian citizens perpetrated by an insurgent group called Boko Haram Sergie and Johnson
(2015).

The Boko Haram insurgency, which began in 2009, has had a devastating impact on the education sector in Borno
State. The group, which opposes Western education and seeks to establish an Islamic state, has carried out numerous attacks
targeting schools and students. More than 1,400 schools have been destroyed, damaged, or closed down in Nigeria, mainly
in the northeastern region, as a result of the insurgency. In Borno State alone, over 600 schools have been destroyed by
Boko Haram. The destruction of schools has not only robbed children of their right to education but has also led to a decline
in school enrollment rates. Many families have been forced to flee their homes, leaving behind their schools and educational
opportunities. Displacement has also resulted in the separation of families and disruption of social support systems, further
affecting the academic performance of students.

Education is a fundamental right of every individual and plays a vital role in national development. However, in
conflict-affected regions like Borno State, the insurgency has severely impacted on the education system, leading to
disrupted academic performance and long-term consequences for the affected population. The lack of access to education
has long-term consequences on individuals and communities. Children who are unable to attend school due to the
insurgency face a higher risk of recruitment into armed groups, early marriage, and limited economic opportunities. This
disrupts their educational journey and hinders their ability to reach their full potential. Additionally, the quality of education
has been compromised, with many teachers forced to flee the conflict-affected areas or live in constant fear while
continuing to teach. The ongoing insurgency in Borno State has severely impacted the education sector, including the
academic performance of students. Understanding the effect of insurgency on school academic performance in Borno State
is crucial in addressing the educational crisis faced by the region. This study aims to provide insights into the challenges
and potential solutions for improving the academic performance of students in the midst of the insurgency.

This research will determine the impact of insurgency on education and encourage the stakeholders in the
provision of Basic education to remedy the situation and ensure the continuity of teaching and learning to fulfill the
educational rights of the children in the affected area. There are about 1,600 (one thousand six hundred) public Basic
education schools in Borno state (SUBEB 2018) seventy percent of which are located in the rural vulnerable areas, have
been attacked sometimes more than thrice. This is the greatest number of concentration of agents of western education that
attracts colossal amount of resources which are targets of the insurgents. This research will looked at the infrastructures
that have been destroyed as a result of the activities of Boko Haram insurgents.

Therefore, in this study, questionnaire method of data collection will be use to collect data from 21 schools in four
sampled Local Governments areas of Borno State which are Hawul, Kwaya Kusar, Bayo and Shani Local Government
Area of Borno State.

Statement of the Problem

The insurgency in Borno State has resulted in widespread destruction of schools, displacement of students and
teachers, and loss of educational resources. These challenges have had a direct negative impact on the academic
performance of students in Borno State. Therefore, understanding the effect of insurgency on school academic performance
becomes crucial in addressing the educational crisis faced by the region.

Objective of the Study
The main aims of this study are to find out if the activities of Insurgency have a direct effect on the attendance of
pupils and students to schools especially in Borno states in Nigeria.
The specific objectives are:
i To identify impact of insecurity on the school attendance in the area;
ii. To examine effect of insecurity on educational development in the areas;
iii. To examine the coping strategies adopted by the dwellers of the area;

Research Questions
The following research questions were formulated to guide the research in the conduct of the study:
i What are the impacts of insecurity on the school attendance in the area?
ii. What are the effects of insecurity on educational development in the area?
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iii. What are the coping strategies adopted by the dwellers of the area?

Literature Review

Boko Haram sect though has been in existence since 2001, did not become popular in the country until 2009,
when it participated actively in sectarian violence, which occurred then in Jos, Plateau State. (The Nation, January 29,
2013). Mohammed Yusuf, who remained the group’s leader until he was killed by soldiers in 2009, founded the Boko
Haram sect. Haruna (2016).

After his death, Abubakar Shekau became the new Boko Haram leader, as of my last update in October 2021,
Abubakar Shekau, a former leader of the Nigerian militant group Boko Haram, was reportedly killed in 19 May 2021.
Other prominent members of the group include Abul Qaga and Abu Zaid. Both Qaga and Zaid have been acting as the
sect’s spokesmen. Mustapha (2015) stressed that Boko Haram’s origin seems to lie in a group of radical Islamist youths
who worshipped at the Alhaji Muhammadu Ndimi Mosque in Maiduguri a decade ago (2002) an offshoot of this youth
group (not yet known as Boko Haram) declared the city and the Islamic establishment to be intolerably corrupt and
irredeemable contrary to the Nation newspaper stated above. Though the group declared that it was embarking on hijra (a
withdrawal along the lines of the Prophet Muhammad’s withdrawal from Mecca to Medina). The group moved from
Maiduguri to a village called Kanama, Yobe state, near the border with Niger, to set up a separatist community run on
hard-line Islamic principles. Its leader, Mohammed Ali, espoused antistatic ideology and called on other Muslims to join
the group and return to a life under “true” Islamic law, with the aim of making a more perfect society away from the corrupt
establishment. The above assertion cannot be said to be correct as there are conflict in the literature as to the actual date of
origin and formation as well as the leadership of the Boko Haram sect. Ruguoyyatu (2013), Mohammed and Abdulrasheed
(2014).

Adesoji (2010) and Ayangese (2010) stressed that the confusion not only reflects in the narratives about the exact
date, and who the actual founder was, but also as to the true source of these expositions. For instance, Abdullahi (2013),
has observed that while the popular belief is that it was founded around 2001 or 2002, Madike, traced the date to as far
back as 1995, and argues that, one Lawan Abubakar, who later left for further studies at the University of Medina, Saudi
Arabia, actually founded the Boko Haram sect. Under Abubakar, the sect was known as Sahaba, Adegbulu (2010) and Sani
(2015).

Elsewhere, these expositions are credited to Shehu Sani, a civil right activist in northern Nigeria, who helped
broker the first peace deal with the sect which failed (Business day, online, February 1, 2012). He furthered that Muhammed
Yusuf to whom the formation is now generally ascribed to, according to the competing narratives only assumed leadership
after Abubakar’s departure and “indoctrinated the sect with his own teachings, which he claimed were based on purity”
Abdullahi et al. (2013). Yussuf’s notion of “purity” and teachings were inspired by the works of Ibn Taymiyya, a fourteenth
century legal scholar who preached Islamic fundamentalism and is considered a "major theorist" for radical groups in the
Middle East Ibrahim (2017), after whom Yussuf named his mosque in Maiduguri (The Nation, May 23, 2012). But just as
the sect itself may be less concerned about whom to credit for its formation than waging its war against the Nigerian state,
the state too may be less concerned with the origin than it is with the threat that the group now poses to national society.

The sect soon became formally identified as Ahulsunna wal’jama’ah Hijra — ‘Congregation of Followers of the
Prophet Involved in the Call to Islam and Religious Struggle.” The name Boko Haram, to which it is now commonly
referred to, derives from the sect’s anti-Western posturing, literarily meaning ‘Western education or civilization is sin.’
Furthermore, he documented that in the early stages, the Boko Haram sect was widely known to have mobilized its
membership from women and children, school drop-outs and unemployed university and polytechnic graduates, most of
who tore up their certificates; student members withdrew from school. Obioma (2002) posits that “these recruits were
indoctrinated by Yussuf to believe that their state of hopelessness was caused by government which imposed Western
education on them and failed to manage the resources of the country to their benefits”. Although from the outset, the sect’s
mission was to impose the Shari’a on Nigeria; the leadership went about its preaching peacefully, but not without attracting
attention among other Islamic preachers who saw the preaching and interpretation of the Quran as a recipe for violence
and an affront to constituted authority. Although incidents of violence have earlier been recorded against the sect, Raji
(2015), Kellu (2015) and Maisamari (2015) pointed out that serious concerns over violent tendencies grew only after the
open confrontation between the sect and the government in July 2009 following the death of Yussuf while in police custody,
as well as his father in-law and sect financier, Ustaz Buji Foi, and the incarceration of members by state authorities.

Theoretical Framework

Conflict Theory: This perspective focuses on the power struggles within society. In the context of insurgency
affecting academic performance, conflict theory would highlight how the disruptive nature of conflict and violence can
create inequities in educational opportunities, resources, and academic outcomes, particularly for marginalized
communities.

Psychological Impact Theories: These theories explore the psychological effects of trauma and violence on
students and educators. Insurgency can lead to increased levels of stress, anxiety, and trauma which can impact students'
ability to concentrate, learn, and perform academically. It can also lead to increased teacher burnout and decreased morale,
further affecting the learning environment.
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Social Learning Theory: This theory suggests that individuals, including students, learn from observing and
emulating the behaviors, attitudes, and coping mechanisms of those around them. In the context of insurgency, students
may be exposed to negative behaviors, fear, and disrupted social norms, which can impact their academic performance and
social development.

Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs: This psychological theory highlights that individuals must have basic needs such
as safety, security, and a sense of belonging met before they can effectively focus on higher-level needs like education and
academic achievement. Insurgency can disrupt these foundational needs, leading to increased challenges in learning and
academic performance.

Resilience Theory: This theory focuses on individuals’ capacity to withstand and overcome adversity. In the
context of insurgency, resilience theory can be applied to understand how students, educators, and communities can adapt
and bounce back in the face of conflict-related challenges, thus impacting academic outcomes.

Materials and Method
Research Design

In this research, survey research design was adopted. The choice of the design was informed by the objectives of
the study as outlined. This research design provided efficient and reliable means of assessing information about the target
population. It enabled the researcher to examine the effects of insurgency on school academic performance in Borno State.
The study was conducted Askira/Uba, Biu, Damboa and Gwoza local government areas of Borno State.

Population of the Study

The knowledge of the distribution of population over space in Biu is very important; areas in the villages differ in
the number of people occupying it. A unit area such as village is commonly classified as low, population density relatively
to one another, Wosu, Agwanwo, and Destiny (2014). The high population density is normally found in towns.

The population of the study is the total number of all students in those four sampled schools in the four sampled
local government areas affected by the Boko Haram insurgency, which are GSS Askira Uba Local government, GSSSS
Biu in Biu local government, GSS Damboa in Damboa local government and GSS Gwozain in Gwoza local government
areas in southern Borno State Nigeria. The total population of students in these sampled schools in each local government
are GSS Askira =8,900 students, GSSSS Biu =11,200 , GSS Damboa = 3,600 students and GSS Gwoza = 9700 students
as of 2024/2025 academic session, which amount to the total population of 33,400 students

Sample Size and Sampling Techniques

For the purpose of this research, random sampling techniques was adopted. The study covered a total population
of four (4) secondary schools in Bornu State. A 100% sample of the population consisting of one hundred and fifty (150)
respondents, from the 4 selected schools in Borno State participated in the research. The distribution of respondents was
as follows: GSS Askira Uba (35 students), GSSSS Biu (40 students), GSS Damboa (35 students), GSS Gwoza (40 students),
making a total of 150 students across the four local government areas that responded to the questionnaire. However, a
cluster sampling was was utilized to ensure adequate representation of the different schools within the study area.

Instrument for Data Collection

The instrument for data collection in this research is questionnaire both primary and secondary sources of data were
used the primary data is expected to be obtained through the administration of questionnaire in the selected area within the
study area. The secondary information was sourced from literatures collected from published and unpublished materials
which include internet sources, books, journal, and research reports concerning insecurity in the study area.

Procedure of Data Collection

The researcher will visit the sampled areas, meet with the ward heads and asked for permission to administer his
questionnaire to selected people where they will fill them on the spot after which the questionnaire will be collected back
for onward analysis. The data required for this study include demographic and socio-economic background of respondents;
the impact of insurgents as well as effects on academic performance of their children.

Data Analysis

The data collected was analysed using descriptive statistical technique and inferential techniques. The response to
each of the questionnaire was presented into the present pages for respondent according to their variable. The data were
organised and presented in tabular form followed by interpretation and discussion. The simple percentage method was use
for the analysis.

Result and Discussion

This section presents the analysis of the data collected through the use of questionnaire. The earlier stated
hypothesis of this research work were tested and analyzed, along with other related research questions that formed the basis
of the questionnaire items. The analysis was done using frequency and percentage of the information or data collected from
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the respondents and presented in tabular form. For items, response, frequency and percentage one hundred and fifty (150)
questionnaires were distributed and also one hundred and fifty (150) were returned to the researcher. The analysis of data
are done in accordance with the item below: The following are the analysis:-

The Table 1 shows that 15 strongly agreed that students regularly attends schools and 5 which is equivalent to
3.3% respondents agreed while 20 respondents (13.3%) have not decided and 30 (20%) of the respondents disagreed while
80 (53.3%) have strongly disagreed. Table 2, shows that 15 of the respondents which is 10% have strongly agreed that
teachers attends classes during the crisis and 20 of the respondents which is 13.3% agreed while 5 (3.3%) have not decided
and 40 which is 26.6% disagreed while 70 of the respondents which is 46.6% have strongly disagreed. Therefore, since
majority of the respondents i.e. D and SD, it shows that teachers does not regularly attends to students in the study area.

The Table 3 shows that the respondent which is represent (50%) strongly agreed that students performance have
academically dropped while 45 (30%) responded agreed, 3 which is 2% of the respondent have not decide and 8 (5.3)
responded disagree while 19 which is equivalent to 12.7% have strongly disagreed. Therefore, since most of the
respondents strongly agreed and agreed, it shows that academic performance of the students have dropped. The Table 4,
shows that 85 of the respondents which represent 56.7% strongly agreed that students and staff members are not free at
schools and 40 of the respondents (26.7%) agreed, of the respondents which is 4.6% have not decided and 10 (6.7%)
disagree while 8 which is equivalent to 5.3% have strongly disagreed.

The Table 5 shows that 17 of respondents which represent 11.3% have strongly agreed that schools are been
established while 12 of the respondents (8%) agreed 6 which represent 4% have not decided and 60 which is equivalent to
40% of the respondent disagree while 55 (36.7%) have strongly disagreed. Therefore, since majority of the respondents
disagreed and strongly disagreed, it shows that schools are not established. Table 6 result revealed that 90 of the respondents
which is 60% have strongly agreed that soldiers used schools for military purpose, and 40 of the respondents which is
26.7% agree while 3 (2%) have undecided and 10 which is 6.7% disagreed while 7 of the respondents which is 4.6% have
strongly disagreed. Therefore, based on the results presented in table 6, majority of the respondents i.e. SA and A, then it
shows that soldiers used schools for military purpose.

The Table 7 shows that the respondents 50 which is represent (33.3% strongly agreed that does the government
give a public update to the parent and relative of missing children’s while 60 (40%) respondents agreed, also 15 (10%) of
the respond have not decided and 18 (12%) responded disagree while 7 which is equivalent to 4.6% have strongly disagreed.
Therefore, since most of the respondents A and SA, it means government give a public update to the parent and relative of
missing children’s.

The Table 8 shows that 70 of the respondents which is (46.7%) have strongly agreed that students are afraid of
being kidnapped while in school there by kipping attendance in school and 60 of the responded which is 40% agree while
8 (5.3%) have not decided and 7 which is 4.6% disagreed while 5 of the respondent which is 3.3% have strongly disagreed.
Therefore, since most of the respondents agreed and strongly agreed, it shows that student are afraid of being kidnapped
while in school there by skipping attendance in school.

Table 9 shows that 50 of the respondents which is 33.3% have strongly agree that as a result of Boko Haram”
insurgency, student examination outcome was very poor and also 70 which is 46.7% agreed while 11 (7.3%) have not
decided and 9 which is 6% disagreed while 10 which is 6.6% have strongly disagree. Therefore, since majority of
respondent i.e. SA and A shows that the result of Boko Haram” Insurgency school examination outcome was very poor.

Table 10 shows that 30 of the respondents which is represent 20% have strongly agree that as a result of insurgency
students tends to dedicate to another school which is not up to former schools standard and thereby affects students’
performance and 80 which is 53.3% have agree while 20 which is 13.3% have into decided and also 15 of the respondents
which is 10% have disagree while 5 which is equivalent to 3.3% have strongly disagreed.

Therefore, since most of the respondents strongly agreed and agreed, it shows that as a result of insurgency student
tends to dedicate to another school which is not up to former schools standard and thereby affects student performance.

Summary

The purpose of this work was to examine nature and impact of Boko Haram attack on school attendance. A case
study of some selected secondary schools in Askira Uba, Biu, Damboa and Gwoza local government area of Borno State.
The research work provided methods and techniques used to increase security measures, harmony and enhance
achievement of school attendance in affected areas by Boko Haram in Borno State. In the course of this work, the objectives
of the study give rise to research questions on what security is all about.

The methods used in gathering data was primary source, which was questionnaires method. In the presentation
and analysis of data, it was found that if security is improved, school attendance will also improve. Safety learners is always
heart of school attendance. It was suggested that the government through security agents should strive for healthy
relationship between the masses and those occupying high offices.
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Conclusion and Recommendations

Insurgency has become a threat to the entire nation. Their activities have crippled the socio-economic life of the
entire citizenry. Omodia (2012) stated that the activities of insurgency have rubbished the image of Nigeria and have
hampered the quest of achieving Millennium Development Goals (MDG’s) as well as vision 2020. Since the advent of a
new dimension to terrorism in Nigeria, it is clear that the fabric of Nigerian economic foundation has really been shaken.

The impact of the activities of the dreaded insurgents have brought physical, psychological and economic damage
to the Nigeria’s fragile economy. There is a sharp drop in the commercial activities in the North as foreign investors are
gradually living from Nigeria due to the increasing security crisis. Amadu (2011) noted that with the increased intensity of
bombing in the North, there is a strategic mass movement of individuals from the most attacked northern states.

This sudden movement directly affects school attendance among children. Some were forced to change location and school.
With the massive killing of youth coppers serving in the Northern Nigeria in 2010, most corpers especially southerners
reject postings to the north thereby affecting the manpower needs of the people.

Though, the federal government is effort in curbing their activities have made appreciable success the students in
the secondary and tertiary schools risk school attendance. Most primary school children have permanently dropped out of
school either as a result of displacement, the death of their parents or fear of sporadic attacks.

It is therefore recommended that:

i. The federal government should post security personnel to guide all schools from primary to tertiary institutions in
Nigeria

ii. Famer President Muhammadu Buhari’s government should redouble efforts to recover all missing children — the
one Dapchi girl, the 112 Chibok girls and the many others snatched by militants over the past four years. It should
launch an independent investigation into the Dapchi abductions to identify short falls in the security forces
performance and publish the findings.

iii. It also should tighten protection for schools and communities in the north east, by deploying more security
personnel and reviving the policies laid cut in the 2014 safe schools initiative. While military operations must
continue, the government should also sustain the talks it appears to have initiated with insurgents in search of a
durable end to hostilities.

iv. Free bus services should be available for children in the urban areas to take them to and from school under tight
security.

v. Boko Haram’s presence in rural areas has led to significant security concerns, including the threat of attacks,
kidnapping and violence. This has disrupted the daily lives of rural residents, instilled fear and hindered economic
and social activities.

vi. Nigerian Government should address the root and symptom of the problem by eradicating poverty, providing
employment to the people and enhancing security efforts. Government should ensure that there is equity and
transparency in the distribution of resources and maintain justice and fairness in resolving conflicts.

vii. Construction or reinforcement of walls is also recommended to provide safe learning environment.

viii. Government and other Education authorities should ensure that their institutions have adequate teaching and
learning facilities that will improve teaching and learning activities and encourage more enrolment, attendance
and commitment of both teachers and students.

iX. Secondary school students should be properly monitored by parents and government agencies to ensure that they
don’t develop positive desire for Boko Haram activities.

X.  The immigration department should check the migration rate of people.

xi. School heads should be given adequate orientation on how to face the challenges of Boko Haram.

xii. The rural schools should not be neglected as security men should be drafted to security risk areas.

xiii. Adequate school attendance record should be kept by teachers.

xiv. Charity begins at home, parent should developed strategies of modern-parenting stay closed with their children.
Children at young age learn by imitation, parent should live exemplary life — in words and actions. Shows love to
their children and creating peaceful co-existence with their stewards.

xv. Teachers should create a conducive learning environment to learners at all level of education teachers should check
manifestation of indiscipline in schools to ensure conformity with the generally accepted pattern of life or standard
norms in the society.

xvi. Indiscipline is also seen where rules and regulations governing human action are not obeyed.
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Tables
Table 1: Student attends school regularly during the crisis.
Responses No. of Respondents Percentage
SA 15 10%
A 5 3.3%
uD 20 13.3%
D 30 20.3%
SD 80 53.3%
Total 150 100%

Source: field data 2025
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Table 2: Teachers attends to students during the crisis.

International Journal of Applied Research and Technology 113

Responses No. of Respondents Percentage
SA 15 10%

A 20 13.3%

ub 5 3.3%

D 40 26.6%

SD 70 46.6%
Total 150 100%

Source: field data 2025

Table 3: Base on the Boko Haram’s insurgency in the study area, the academic performance of the
student dropped for any reason.

Responses No. of Respondents Percentage
SA 75 50%

A 45 30%

ub 3 2%

D 8 5.3%

SD 19 12.7%
Total 150 100%

Source: Field data 2025

Table 4: The students and staff members are not free at since the beginning of Boko Haram insurgency

in their school.

Responses No. of Respondents Percentage
SA 85 56.7%

A 40 26.7%

ub 7 4.6%

D 10 6.7%

SD 8 5.3%

Total 150 100%

Source: Field data 2025

Table 5: Is there any school that established since the beginning of Boko Haram insurgency in your area?

Responses No. of Respondents Percentage
SA 17 11.3%
A 12 8%
ub 6 4%
D 60 40%
SD 55 36.7%
Total 150 100%
Source: Field data 2025
Table 6: Soldiers used schools for military purpose.
Responses No. of Respondents Percentage
SA 90 60%
A 40 26.7%
ub 3 2%
D 10 6.7%
SD 7 4.6%
Total 150 100%

Source: field data 2025
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Table 7: Does the government give a public update to the parents and relatives of missing children’s?

Responses No. of Respondents Percentage
SA 50 33.3%

A 60 40%

ub 15 10%

D 18 12%

SD 7 4.6%

Total 150 100%

Source: Field data 2025

Table 8: Students are afraid of being kidnapped while in school there by skipping attendance in school.

Responses No. of Respondents Percentage
SA 70 46.7%

A 60 40%

ub 8 5.3%

D 7 4.6%

SD 5 3.3%

Total 150 100%

Source: field data 2025

Table 9: As a result of Boko Haram Insurgency, students Examination outcome was very poor.

Responses No. of Respondents Percentage
SA 50 33.3%

A 70 46.7%

ub 11 7.3%

D 9 6%

SD 10 6.6%

Total 150 100%

Source: Field data 2015

Table 10: As a result of insurgency students tends to dedicate to another school which is not up to
former schools standard and thereby affects students’ performance.

Responses No. of Respondents Percentage
SA 30 20%

A 80 53.3%

ub 20 13.3%

D 15 10%

SD 5 3.3%

Total 150 100%

Source: Field data 2025
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