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Abstract 

The topic is on the possibility of CRS curriculum towards wealth creation in Nigeria. It explores the potential 

integration of a Christian Religious Studies (CRS) curriculum focused on wealth creation, emphasizing the importance of 

stewardship, ethical financial practices, and community engagement. The discussion highlights the necessity of educating 

students on responsible wealth management, informed by Christian values that prioritize generosity and social 

responsibility. Furthermore, it advocates for the inclusion of comparative religious studies to foster an appreciation of 

diverse perspectives on wealth across various faiths. The paper recommends incorporating financial literacy programs to 

equip students with the skills needed for ethical financial decision-making, as well as engaging local churches and 

organizations to provide mentorship and practical resources. By adopting these strategies, the CRS curriculum can 

effectively prepare students to navigate the complexities of wealth while adhering to their spiritual commitments, 

ultimately promoting a balanced approach to wealth creation within a Christian framework. The aim of the study is to 

evaluate the possibility of CRS curriculum towards wealth creation in Nigeria 
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Introduction 

The integration of wealth creation concepts into the Christian Religious Studies (CRS) curriculum presents a 

unique opportunity to align faith-based teachings with practical life skills. This seminar will explore how the CRS 

curriculum can be enhanced to include principles of wealth creation, thereby equipping students with the knowledge and 

tools to thrive economically while upholding their Christian values. The key points of discussion are biblical foundations 

of wealth creation,  

 

Statement of the Problem 

Despite the vital role that Christian Religious Studies (CRS) plays in shaping the moral and ethical framework 

of students, there is a noticeable gap in the curriculum regarding practical skills related to wealth creation and financial 

literacy. As society evolves and economic challenges intensify, young Christians often graduate with a strong foundation 

in faith but lack essential knowledge and tools for effective financial stewardship and entrepreneurship.  This disconnect 

poses several challenges: students may struggle to navigate economic realities, leading to financial instability and a sense 

of helplessness. Moreover, without a proper understanding of wealth creation framed within a biblical context, there is a 

risk of viewing financial success as contrary to Christian values, or conversely, of prioritizing materialism over spiritual 

growth.  Consequently, there is an urgent need to explore how the CRS curriculum can be enhanced to include principles 

of wealth creation. This seminar aims to address this issue by investigating the potential integration of wealth creation 

concepts into CRS, thereby equipping students with the skills needed to thrive economically while remaining rooted in 

their Christian faith. 

  

Biblical Foundations of Wealth Creation 

The biblical foundations of wealth creation are deeply rooted in scripture, emphasizing principles of 

stewardship, hard work, and ethical conduct. These principles not only guide individuals in their personal financial 

endeavors but also align with the broader Christian mission of serving others and glorifying God through responsible 

management of resources. One of the primary biblical texts that addresses wealth creation is the Parable of the Talents 

found in Matthew 25:14-30. In this parable, Jesus illustrates the importance of using one's gifts and resources wisely. The 

servants who invest their talents and generate returns are praised, while the one who hides his talent out of fear is 

reprimanded. This narrative underscores the expectation that individuals should actively engage in wealth creation and 

utilize their God-given abilities to produce fruitful outcomes (Benson, 2020). According to Benson (2020), this parable 

serves as a call to action for Christians to embrace entrepreneurship and investment as means of fulfilling their divine 

purpose. Moreover, the book of Proverbs offers numerous insights into the relationship between diligence and wealth. 

Proverbs 10:4 states, "Lazy hands make for poverty, but diligent hands bring wealth." This verse highlights the necessity 

of hard work and perseverance in achieving financial success. As noted by Johnson (2021), the biblical perspective on 

work is not merely about earning a living but is also about contributing to the common good and reflecting God's 

character through our efforts. Therefore, diligence is not only a pathway to personal wealth but also a means of serving 

the community. 

In addition to hard work, the Bible emphasizes the importance of ethical conduct in wealth creation. Proverbs 

11:1 states, "The Lord detests dishonest scales, but accurate weights find favor with him." This verse illustrates the 

significance of integrity in business practices. As Smith (2019) points out, ethical behavior in financial dealings is crucial 

for building trust and fostering healthy relationships within the community. Christians are called to conduct their 

financial affairs with honesty and transparency, ensuring that their pursuit of wealth does not compromise their values. 

Furthermore, the concept of stewardship is central to the biblical understanding of wealth creation. In 1 Peter 4:10, 

believers are reminded that "each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards 

of God’s grace in its various forms." This verse reinforces the idea that wealth is not solely for personal gain but should 

be used to bless others and advance God's kingdom. According to Taylor (2022), effective stewardship involves 

recognizing that all resources ultimately belong to God and that individuals are entrusted with managing these resources 

for His glory. 

 

Integration of Financial Literacy into the Christian Religious Studies (CRS) 

The integration of financial literacy into the Christian Religious Studies (CRS) curriculum is essential for 

equipping students with the necessary skills to navigate the complexities of modern financial systems while adhering to 

their Christian values. Financial literacy encompasses a range of competencies, including budgeting, saving, investing, 

and understanding ethical financial practices. By incorporating these elements into the CRS curriculum, educators can 

provide students with a holistic education that prepares them for both spiritual and practical challenges. 

Proposing the inclusion of financial literacy as a core component of the CRS curriculum is not merely an 

educational enhancement; it is a response to the growing need for young Christians to be financially savvy. According to 

Smith (2018), financial literacy is crucial for fostering responsible decision-making and promoting economic stability 

among individuals and communities. By embedding financial literacy into the CRS curriculum, students can learn to 

manage their resources effectively, aligning their financial practices with their faith. Understanding budgeting is 

foundational to financial literacy. It enables individuals to allocate their resources wisely, ensuring that they can meet 
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their needs while also setting aside funds for future goals. As noted by Johnson (2020), effective budgeting is a skill that 

empowers individuals to live within their means and avoid the pitfalls of debt. This aligns with biblical teachings on 

stewardship, where individuals are called to manage their resources responsibly (Luke 14:28). 

Saving is another critical aspect of financial literacy that should be emphasized in the CRS curriculum. The 

practice of saving not only prepares individuals for unforeseen circumstances but also fosters a mindset of contentment 

and gratitude. According to Taylor (2019), saving encourages individuals to prioritize their spending and make informed 

choices, reflecting the biblical principle of being good stewards of God’s blessings. This principle is echoed in Proverbs 

21:20, which states that "the wise store up choice food and olive oil, but fools gulp theirs down." Investing is equally 

important, as it allows individuals to grow their wealth over time. Teaching students about ethical investing—where they 

can align their investment choices with their Christian values—can empower them to make decisions that reflect their 

faith. As noted by Brown (2021), ethical investing not only contributes to personal financial growth but also supports 

businesses and initiatives that promote social responsibility and environmental stewardship. This aligns with the 

Christian call to care for creation and support the common good. 

Also, understanding ethical financial practices is paramount in a world where financial decisions can often 

conflict with moral values. The CRS curriculum should emphasize the importance of integrity, honesty, and fairness in 

all financial dealings. As highlighted by Davis (2022), ethical financial practices are rooted in biblical teachings that 

advocate for justice and compassion in economic interactions. By instilling these values in students, the CRS curriculum 

can help cultivate a generation of Christians who prioritize ethical considerations in their financial decisions. 

 

Vocational Training and Entrepreneurial Skills  

Incorporating vocational training and entrepreneurial skills into Christian Religious Studies (CRS) programs 

presents a significant opportunity to prepare students for diverse career paths while maintaining a faith-based approach. 

This integration not only equips students with practical skills but also aligns their professional aspirations with their 

Christian values, fostering a holistic development that encompasses both spiritual and vocational growth. Vocational 

training within CRS programs can provide students with hands-on experience in various trades and professions, enabling 

them to develop practical skills that are highly valued in the job market. According to Smith (2017), vocational education 

can bridge the gap between academic knowledge and real-world application, allowing students to gain competencies that 

enhance their employability. By offering courses in areas such as carpentry, plumbing, culinary arts, and information 

technology, CRS programs can cater to a wide range of interests and talents, ensuring that students are well-prepared for 

their future careers. Moreover, integrating entrepreneurial skills into the CRS curriculum can empower students to think 

creatively and develop innovative solutions to problems. As highlighted by Johnson (2018), entrepreneurship education 

fosters critical thinking, resilience, and adaptability—qualities that are essential in today’s rapidly changing job 

landscape. By teaching students how to start and manage their own businesses, CRS programs can encourage them to 

pursue entrepreneurial ventures that not only provide financial stability but also contribute positively to their 

communities. 

Incorporating vocational training and entrepreneurial skills into CRS programs does not mean compromising on 

faith-based principles. On the contrary, these programs can emphasize the importance of ethical business practices and 

social responsibility, aligning with Christian teachings. For instance, students can be taught to view their work as a form 

of service to God and others, reinforcing the idea that their vocational pursuits should reflect their faith (Davis, 2019). 

This approach encourages students to integrate their spiritual beliefs with their professional lives, fostering a sense of 

purpose and fulfillment in their careers. To inspire students, it is essential to showcase successful Christian entrepreneurs 

who exemplify the integration of faith and business. Role models such as Truett Cathy, the founder of Chick-fil-A, and 

David Green, the founder of Hobby Lobby, demonstrate how faith can guide business decisions and practices. Cathy’s 

commitment to closing his restaurants on Sundays reflects his dedication to honoring the Sabbath, while Green’s 

philanthropic efforts through his company illustrate the impact of integrating faith with business (Miller, 2020). By 

sharing these stories, educators can motivate students to pursue their entrepreneurial aspirations while remaining true to 

their Christian values. 

 

Community Development and Social Responsibility 

Community development and social responsibility are integral aspects of the Christian faith, calling believers to 

actively engage in uplifting their communities and addressing social injustices. Christians are uniquely positioned to 

contribute to community development through social entrepreneurship, which combines business acumen with a 

commitment to social change. This approach not only fosters economic empowerment but also aligns with the teachings 

of Jesus, particularly His emphasis on serving the marginalized as illustrated in Matthew 25:35-40. Christians are called 

to be agents of change within their communities, reflecting the love and compassion of Christ. This mandate is rooted in 

the biblical principle of stewardship, which emphasizes the responsible management of resources for the benefit of 

others. As noted by Smith (2019), Christians are encouraged to engage in community development initiatives that 

address the needs of the poor and marginalized. This can take many forms, including supporting local businesses, 

participating in community service projects, and advocating for policies that promote social justice. 



International Journal of Applied Research and Technology 7 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                              Dialoke (2025) 
 

Moreover, social entrepreneurship offers a powerful avenue for Christians to effect change. By establishing 

businesses that prioritize social impact alongside profit, Christian entrepreneurs can create sustainable solutions to 

pressing community issues. According to Johnson (2020), social entrepreneurship empowers individuals to address 

economic disparities while fostering a sense of community and collaboration. This approach not only generates income 

but also builds capacity within communities, enabling them to thrive. To further these efforts, it is essential to encourage 

students to engage in projects that promote economic empowerment within their communities. By participating in 

initiatives that align with their faith, students can embody the teachings of Jesus, particularly His call to serve those in 

need. Matthew 25:35-40 serves as a poignant reminder of this responsibility, as Jesus identifies Himself with the hungry, 

thirsty, and marginalized, urging His followers to take action on their behalf. Engaging in community development 

projects allows students to apply their skills and knowledge in meaningful ways. As highlighted by Davis (2021), 

students can participate in various initiatives, such as organizing food drives, supporting local entrepreneurs, or 

volunteering with organizations that provide job training and resources for the underprivileged. These experiences not 

only foster personal growth but also instill a sense of social responsibility and empathy. 

 

Collaborative Partnerships in Wealth Creation 

In today's complex economic landscape, collaborative partnerships between churches, educational institutions, 

and businesses can play a transformative role in fostering wealth creation within communities. By leveraging their 

unique strengths and resources, these entities can create programs that not only enhance financial literacy but also 

empower individuals to become economically self-sufficient. Churches can serve as community hubs, bringing together 

local businesses and educational institutions to design programs aimed at wealth creation. For instance, churches can 

partner with vocational schools and community colleges to offer tailored training programs that equip participants with 

marketable skills. These partnerships can also facilitate access to resources such as grant funding and expert instructors, 

making high-quality education more accessible to underserved populations. As outlined by Thompson (2019), these 

collaborative efforts can enhance community engagement and promote economic stability. 

Additionally, local businesses can collaborate with churches to create mentorship programs that connect 

experienced professionals with young people seeking guidance in their career paths. Such mentorship initiatives can 

provide valuable insights into various industries, helping students to make informed decisions about their futures. 

According to Lee (2021), mentorship fosters personal and professional growth, allowing individuals to build networks 

that can lead to job opportunities and entrepreneurial ventures. To further enhance these collaborative efforts, workshops 

focused on financial literacy, entrepreneurship, and job readiness can be organized. These workshops can cover essential 

topics such as budgeting, saving, investing, and starting a business. Educational institutions can bring in faculty or 

industry professionals to lead these sessions, while churches can host the events, providing a familiar and welcoming 

environment for community members. As noted by Garcia (2020), such workshops not only equip individuals with 

practical skills but also foster a sense of community and support. 

Internship programmes can also be a valuable component of these partnerships. By collaborating with local 

businesses, churches can facilitate internships for students and young adults, providing them with hands-on experience in 

various fields. This exposure not only enhances their resumes but also builds their confidence and skills in a real-world 

setting. According to Patel (2022), internships are crucial for bridging the gap between education and employment, 

enabling individuals to apply their knowledge in practical contexts.  

The notion of churches opening banks or industries is a progressive idea that warrants consideration. While it 

may seem unconventional, such initiatives could align with the broader mission of churches to serve their communities. 

By establishing community banks, churches could provide accessible financial services to individuals who may be 

underserved by traditional banking institutions. This could include offering microloans to aspiring entrepreneurs or 

providing financial education to help individuals manage their finances effectively. As outlined by Reynolds (2021), 

community banks can enhance financial inclusion and empower individuals economically. Similarly, churches could 

explore the potential of establishing social enterprises or cooperatives that focus on meeting community needs while 

generating revenue. These enterprises could range from food production to retail, creating job opportunities and fostering 

economic development. As highlighted by Miller (2023), such ventures can reflect the church's commitment to social 

responsibility and community empowerment, creating a sustainable model for wealth creation. 

 

Challenges and Considerations 

Integrating wealth creation into the Christian Religious Studies (CRS) curriculum presents a variety of 

challenges that need careful consideration. Understanding these obstacles is essential for developing effective strategies 

to incorporate economic teachings while maintaining the integrity of spiritual values. Some of the challenges are 

discussed in the following paragraphs: 

 

1. Resistance from Traditionalists:  

One of the primary challenges is the resistance from traditionalists who may view the emphasis on wealth 

creation as a deviation from core Christian teachings. Many may argue that focusing on financial matters detracts from 
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spiritual growth and discipleship. As Carter (2020) notes, this concern can lead to a rift within the church community, 

where differing views on the role of wealth in a Christian's life may create tension. 

 

2. Risk of Materialism: 

 Another significant challenge is the potential for materialism to overshadow spiritual values. There is a fear that 

students might come to view wealth as an end in itself rather than a means to serve others. According to Thompson 

(2021), this misinterpretation can foster a culture of self-interest rather than one rooted in Christian humility and service. 

 

3. Misunderstanding the Purpose of Wealth: 

 Students may struggle to grasp the biblical perspective on wealth, leading to a superficial understanding of its 

purpose. Many might see financial success as a sign of divine favor, neglecting the biblical call to use wealth responsibly 

and generously. Martinez (2022) emphasizes the importance of teaching that wealth should be viewed as a tool for 

service, not as a measure of personal worth. 

 

4. Curriculum Development Challenges:  

Designing a curriculum that effectively integrates economic principles with spiritual teachings can be complex. 

Educators may find it difficult to balance these topics without alienating either side of the debate. As noted by Nguyen 

(2023), creating a cohesive curriculum that addresses both financial literacy and spiritual growth requires careful 

planning and collaboration among educators. 

 

5. Potential Conflict with Church Teachings:  

The integration of wealth creation into CRS may sometimes conflict with established church teachings that 

emphasize poverty and simplicity. This conflict can lead to confusion among students about the church's stance on wealth 

and success. Roberts (2021) points out that educators must navigate these doctrinal differences sensitively, ensuring that 

financial teachings do not contradict foundational Christian beliefs. 

 

6. Lack of Resources and Support:  

Finally, there may be a lack of resources and institutional support for implementing wealth creation programs 

within CRS curricula. Without access to qualified instructors, materials, and community partnerships, the effectiveness of 

these programs may be limited. As highlighted by Smith (2022), securing funding and resources is crucial for the 

successful integration of economic teachings into religious education. 

 

Strategies for Addressing the Challenges 

Integrating wealth creation into the Christian Religious Studies (CRS) curriculum indeed presents numerous 

challenges, yet effective strategies can be employed to address these issues. These strategies not only facilitate the 

integration of economic teachings but also ensure that students maintain a strong foundation in their spiritual values. 

 

1. Fostering Open Dialogue:  

Creating a space for open dialogue within the CRS curriculum can help address resistance from traditionalists. 

Facilitating discussions that explore different perspectives on wealth can encourage understanding and acceptance. As 

Carter (2020) suggests, including forums or panel discussions where community members and church leaders can 

express their views fosters a collaborative environment that values diverse opinions. 

 

2. Emphasizing Biblical Stewardship: 

 To combat the risk of materialism overshadowing spiritual values, it is crucial to emphasize the biblical concept 

of stewardship. Educators can incorporate teachings from scripture that highlight the responsible use of resources. 

According to Thompson (2021), aligning financial education with scriptural principles not only helps students understand 

the purpose of wealth but also reinforces the idea that financial success should be used for service to others. 

 

3. Developing Comprehensive Curriculum:  

A well-structured curriculum that integrates economic principles with spiritual teachings is essential. Educators 

should work collaboratively to design courses that incorporate both financial literacy and Christian ethics. Martinez 

(2022) recommends including case studies of biblical figures who exemplified wise financial management, thereby 

providing students with relatable examples that connect faith with practical financial skills. 

 

4. Providing Contextual Training: 

To mitigate misunderstandings about the purpose of wealth, educators can provide contextual training that 

frames wealth creation within the broader mission of the church. Workshops and seminars that focus on the role of 

wealth in community service and social justice can clarify the church’s stance on financial matters. As noted by Nguyen 
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(2023), integrating real-life applications of wealth in serving communities can help students see the importance of using 

their resources for good. 

5. Aligning with Church Teachings:  

It is essential to ensure that the integration of wealth creation aligns with established church teachings. 

Educators should engage church leaders in the curriculum development process to ensure that financial teachings do not 

conflict with foundational beliefs. Roberts (2021) emphasizes the importance of maintaining doctrinal integrity while 

exploring economic topics, thus fostering a harmonious relationship between faith and finance. 

 

6. Securing Resources and Support: 

Addressing the lack of resources can be achieved by seeking partnerships with local businesses, financial 

institutions, and community organizations. Collaborating with these entities can provide access to training materials, 

financial experts, and funding for programs. Smith (2022) highlights the importance of building a network of support to 

enhance the effectiveness of wealth creation initiatives within CRS curricula. 

 

Implications of Prosperity Theology on Wealth Creation 

Prosperity theology, which posits that financial success and physical well-being are signs of divine favor, has 

significant implications for wealth creation within Christian communities. This doctrine can influence various aspects of 

church practices, including the potential for churches to establish financial institutions and industries, as well as the 

relationship between wealthy Christians and poorer congregants. 

1. Churches Establishing Banks and Industries:  

 The idea of churches opening banks or industries is rooted in the belief that they can serve as vehicles for 

economic empowerment. Under prosperity theology, such initiatives may be viewed as extensions of the church's 

mission to bless its members and provide for their needs. Advocates argue that community banks could offer accessible 

financial services to underserved populations, facilitating microloans and financial education. As highlighted by 

Reynolds (2021), these banks could empower congregants to start businesses, thereby promoting self-sufficiency and 

economic growth within the community.  

2. Wealthy Christians and Their Role-  

Prosperity theology often encourages wealthy Christians to view their financial success as a responsibility to 

support the church and its initiatives. This can manifest in generous donations, investments in church-led businesses, and 

funding for community projects. As noted by Thompson (2020), wealthy congregants may feel compelled to leverage 

their resources to uplift others, thus fostering a culture of generosity. However, this dynamic can also create disparities 

within the church. If the focus on wealth creation emphasizes the success of affluent members over the needs of the 

poor, it risks alienating those who struggle financially. According to Nguyen (2023), the church must be cautious that its 

teachings do not foster resentment among members who may feel overlooked or undervalued due to their economic 

status. This imbalance could lead to tensions within the congregation, undermining the unity that churches seek to 

cultivate. 

3. Impact on Poor Masses:  

 For poorer congregants, prosperity theology can have both positive and negative implications. On one hand, the 

promise of financial blessing may inspire hope and motivate individuals to pursue entrepreneurial ventures or education, 

believing that they too can achieve success. This aligns with the biblical teaching of stewardship, where individuals are 

encouraged to utilize their gifts and resources wisely (Roberts, 2021). On the other hand, the emphasis on wealth as a 

sign of divine favor can lead to feelings of inadequacy and despair among those who struggle financially. If poverty is 

interpreted as a lack of faith or divine blessing, it can further marginalize the poor within the church community. As 

Carter (2020) warns, this theology can inadvertently perpetuate cycles of guilt and shame, making it essential for 

churches to provide a more inclusive message that emphasizes compassion, support, and community. 

 

Parallelism of Wealth Creation in Different Religious and Cultural Contexts 

Wealth creation is a multifaceted concept that transcends individual belief systems, often reflecting broader 

cultural and religious values. Various groups, including Muslims, Jains, Sikhs, Jews, and others, have developed unique 

frameworks for understanding and practicing wealth creation that align with their spiritual and ethical teachings. This 

discussion explores the parallelism of wealth creation across these traditions, highlighting both similarities and 

distinctions. 

 

1. Islamic Wealth Creation (Muslims):  

In Islam, wealth creation is seen as a means of fulfilling one's responsibilities to society and God. The principles of 

Zakat (charitable giving) and Sadaqah (voluntary charity) emphasize that wealth should be distributed fairly and used to 

support the less fortunate. Islamic finance systems are built on the prohibition of Riba (usury), promoting ethical 

investment and risk-sharing. As noted by Khan (2021), the Islamic economic model encourages entrepreneurship while 

ensuring that wealth serves the community, reflecting a balance between personal gain and social responsibility. 
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2. Wealth Creation in Jainism (Jains):  

Jainism offers a distinctive perspective on wealth creation, rooted in the principles of Ahimsa (non-violence) 

and Aparigraha (non-possessiveness). Jains value ethical business practices and often engage in professions that 

minimize harm to living beings. They believe that acquiring wealth should not compromise one’s spiritual integrity. Jain 

merchants traditionally practice Dharma, ensuring that their business dealings align with moral and spiritual guidelines. 

As highlighted by Shah (2020), this approach fosters a sense of community responsibility and encourages wealth to be 

used for charitable purposes, such as supporting temples and educational institutions. 

 

3. Wealth Creation in Sikhism (Sikhs):   

Sikhism emphasizes the concept of seva (selfless service) and vand chakna (sharing with others). Wealth is 

viewed as a blessing from God, and Sikhs are encouraged to use their resources for the betterment of society. The 

tradition of Langar (community kitchen) exemplifies this principle, where wealth is used to serve free meals to all, 

regardless of background. As noted by Singh (2022), Sikhs believe that wealth should not be hoarded but shared 

generously, reinforcing community bonds and social equality. 

 

4. Wealth Creation in Judaism: 

 Judaism places significant emphasis on ethical wealth creation and social justice. The concept of Tzedakah 

(charity) is central, with the belief that individuals have a moral obligation to support those in need. Jewish teachings 

advocate for fair business practices and the responsible use of resources, encapsulated in the idea of Shmittah (the 

sabbatical year), which promotes economic reset and forgiveness of debts. According to Cohen (2021), the Jewish 

approach encourages the use of wealth to uplift the community and maintain social equity, ensuring that wealth creation 

contributes positively to society. 

 

5. Wealth Creation in Taoism (TAJ):  

 In Taoism, particularly through the lens of Taoist Alchemy (TAJ), the focus is on harmony with the natural world 

and the responsible accumulation of resources. Wealth is not merely for personal gain but should be pursued in ways 

that promote balance and sustainability. Practitioners believe that true wealth comes from living in accordance with the 

Tao (the way), which emphasizes simplicity and contentment. As highlighted by Li (2022), this philosophy encourages 

individuals to consider the broader impact of their wealth on the environment and society, fostering a sense of communal 

responsibility. 

 

6. Wealth Creation in Buddhism:   

Buddhism advocates for a mindful approach to wealth, emphasizing the importance of intention and ethical 

conduct. The Middle Way encourages followers to avoid extremes of poverty and wealth, promoting a lifestyle that 

supports spiritual growth. Wealth should be accumulated with the right intention and used to alleviate suffering. As 

noted by Li (2023), Buddhist teachings discourage attachment to material possessions, encouraging practitioners to view 

wealth as a tool for compassion and benevolence. 

Wealth creation in Christianity is a complex topic that intertwines theological beliefs with practical economic 

principles. Central to the Christian perspective on wealth is the understanding that material possessions are gifts from 

God, meant to be used responsibly and generously. The Bible presents a nuanced view of wealth, emphasizing 

stewardship over ownership. For instance, in 1 Timothy 6:17-18, Christians are instructed to not be arrogant or place 

their hope in wealth, but rather to do good and be generous with their resources (Layhee, 2014). This reflects a broader 

Christian ethos that values humility and service over material accumulation.  In contrast, other religious sects, such as 

Islam, have different attitudes toward wealth creation. While Christianity often warns against the dangers of wealth, 

viewing it as a potential obstacle to spiritual growth, Islam encourages the pursuit of wealth as long as it is obtained 

through lawful means and used for charitable purposes.  

 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

The discussions surrounding the possibility of integrating a Christian Religious Studies (CRS) curriculum 

focused on wealth creation revealed several key insights. Firstly, the critical role of stewardship in Christianity was 

emphasized, highlighting how a CRS curriculum can instill values of responsible wealth management and ethical 

decision-making among students. By teaching the importance of viewing wealth as a divine gift, the curriculum can 

encourage future generations to prioritize generosity and social responsibility. Moreover, the necessity of incorporating 

ethical financial practices into the curriculum was addressed. This includes educating students about the moral 

implications of financial decisions and fostering a sense of accountability. By integrating lessons on financial literacy 

with Christian teachings, students can learn to navigate the complexities of wealth creation while adhering to their faith. 

Additionally, the value of presenting comparative perspectives on wealth creation from various religious traditions 

emerged as a significant point. This approach enriches the curriculum by allowing students to understand different beliefs 

and practices surrounding wealth, including those found in Islam and other faiths. Such a comparative framework fosters 

inclusivity and encourages respect for diverse viewpoints. Furthermore, the integration of practical skills related to 
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wealth creation was recognized as a vital component. By incorporating entrepreneurship, budgeting, and investment 

principles into the CRS curriculum, students can gain tangible skills that empower them to apply their faith in real-world 

financial scenarios. Finally, the importance of community engagement and service as part of wealth creation was 

highlighted. By encouraging students to participate in community service and charitable activities, a CRS curriculum can 

reinforce the idea that wealth is not solely for personal gain but also for the betterment of society. 

Based on the issues raised in the foregoing discussion, the following are recommended; 

1. Incorporate Stewardship Education:  

Curriculum Developers and Educators should create specific modules within the CRS curriculum that 

emphasize the concept of stewardship, teaching students the importance of managing resources responsibly and using 

wealth for the greater good. 

 

2. Integrate Financial Literacy: 

Financial Educators and School Administrators should include practical lessons on financial literacy, budgeting, 

and investment strategies that align with Christian values. This will equip students with essential skills to make informed 

financial decisions while adhering to ethical principles. 

 

3. Promote Comparative Religious Studies: 

Academic Institutions and Religious Scholars should introduce comparative studies of wealth creation across 

different religious traditions. This will help students appreciate diverse perspectives and foster respect for various beliefs, 

enhancing their understanding of wealth within a broader societal context. 

 

4. Encourage Community Engagement: 

Teachers and Community Leaders should design community service projects and charitable initiatives as part of 

the curriculum. This will reinforce the importance of using wealth for the benefit of others and cultivate a sense of social 

responsibility among students. 

 

5. Facilitate Entrepreneurial Skills Development: 

Vocational Trainers and Business Mentors should offer programs that focus on entrepreneurship and innovative 

thinking. By teaching students how to create and manage businesses ethically, they can learn to generate wealth while 

contributing positively to their communities. 

 

6. Engage with Local Churches and Organizations:  

School Administrators and community organizations should collaborate with local churches and community 

organizations to provide mentorship and resources for students. This partnership can enhance learning experiences and 

create opportunities for practical application of wealth creation principles in real-world settings. 
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